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 At the Marine Corps Ball, there will be a cake cutting.  This has always been one 
of my favorite traditions because of the symbolism and significance.  The ceremony 
involves the oldest Marine passing the first piece of cake to the youngest Marine.  This 
symbolizes that the older are always to take care of the younger Marines before they see 
to their own needs.  But it also symbolizes the passing of the heritage and legacy of the 
Marine Corps from the older to the younger.   
 We know that it is just a matter of time before the older Marine will be leaving 
active duty and in doing so, entrusts the Corps to those they have trained and cared for.  
We entrust to them, not only our Corps, but also the security of our nation and families.  
We do so with full confidence in their abilities and dedication. 
 This week, I won’t pass a piece of cake, but I pass something far sweeter, far 
more valuable.  I am passing the care of my Marines, Sailors, their families, and all of the 
other members of our base family.  I am passing it to my relief. 
 The time has come for me to retire from active duty.  As I go, I do so knowing 
that I am leaving the people I have come to know and love in the care of someone else.  I 
have full confidence in his abilities and dedication.   While I have invested over twenty 
years of my life in ministry to the military community, I leave knowing that someone else 
will carry on and serve you and the Lord faithfully here in Albany. 
 I want to thank all of you for allowing me to serve as your Chaplain for the past 
four years.  I have developed some wonderful friendships along the way.  Some of you 
have become like family to my wife and me.  Because of you, this has been my most 
enjoyable duty station and my most rewarding, both personally and professionally.   
 It is a good time for me to retire from active duty because I cannot imagine how 
any future assignments could be better than this one.  All of you have brought so much 
joy that it will be hard to say goodbye, but I do so with the knowledge that this is God’s 
direction for my life.   
 Furthermore, I have bragged to more than one person that I have never seen as 
close and as happy a relationship between a Base and a local community as I have this 
one.  We are most fortunate to have Tim Martin, Leland Burkart and other community 
leaders embrace the military as family in the local community and through the Military 
Affairs Committee.  We could not be more blessed. 
 It has been an honor to be allowed to serve with you.  I will cherish the memories 
of my time in Albany for a lifetime.  Yet it is a bittersweet experience leaving.  For me, 
passing it on is no “piece of cake.”  I leave excited for future ministry opportunities, but 
saddened that I am leaving such wonderful people.  Thank you all for making this just 
such an occasion. 
 May God continue to bless you all as you have blessed me for being among you. 
 Semper Fi in the Lord and I hope to see you at my Retirement Ceremony on 
Friday, 17 December at 1000 in the Base Chapel. 


